
O C T O B E R  –  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 9
C H R I S T I E S R E A L E S T A T E . C O M

T H E  A R T  &  S T Y L E  I S S U E
O N  T H E  C O V E R

WHITEHALL: NAPA’S MODERN VINEYARD MASTERPIECE

I N S I D E

Bright and beautiful—homes designed for maximum light  
The expert guide to selling your art at auction

More than 160 exquisite properties from around the world
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Beautiful outside, incredible inside, this villa 
is rich in history and design credentials alike
Words AILEEN SCOULAR

PALAZZO 
PERFECTION



Within these walls: Set in the small, 
characterful town of Cetona, the 
imposing Villa La Vagnola is a  
rare Tuscan estate, with generous 
proportions, fairytale grounds, 
and incredible interiors.

 “Renzo Mongiardino  
roamed the globe for  
a cornucopia of colors, 
finishes, and artifacts.”
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or two decades, a striking 18th-century villa on a travertine-
tiled square in the sleepy Tuscan town of Cetona has offered  
its residents a wonderful escape from the pressures of life.  
Villa La Vagnola’s lush Italianate gardens offer a cocoon  
from the outside world, while its sumptuous interiors  
deliver an escape of an altogether different kind.

This is an Italian villa like no other. Its mellow sun- 
drenched walls and pretty shuttered windows may mirror  
the pastel-colored architecture spiraling up the hill towards 
Cetona’s medieval fortress, but the interior was reimagined  
in the late 1980s by one of Europe’s most influential designers, 
Renzo Mongiardino. When the owner commissioned 
Mongiardino to transform his new home, he could not  
have imagined the realms of fantasy and invention that  
his architect would reach.

Having himself grown up in an impressive 18th-century 
palazzo in Genoa, Mongiardino understood the villa’s spirit and 
redecorated accordingly. Taking a series of early 19th-century 
watercolor paintings as his inspiration, and harnessing his 
expertise in theater and film design, he roamed the globe for a 
cornucopia of colors, finishes, and artifacts. Venetian cabinetry, 
Byzantine wallcoverings, and Oriental statuary were combined 
with allegorical ceilings and trompe l’oeil wall paintings. 

OUT OF THIS WORLD
Such is the intricate level of detail throughout the villa that it is 
impossible to highlight one room over another, although the 
majestic painted ceiling in the billiards room certainly elevates 
this humble game to the sport of kings, and the terracotta- and 
marble-tiled floors are almost too beautiful to tread upon. 

Thirty years after renovations began, the villa’s glorious 
interior remains intact, matched by its generous proportions: 
17,216 square feet (1,600 sq m), with 15 bedrooms and 12 baths. 
“The property is a typical Tuscan villa padronale but its size 
makes it unusual,” notes Riccardo Romolini of Agenzia 
Romolini Immobiliare Srl, the exclusive affiliate of Christie’s   
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International Real Estate in the region. “Around Cetona, luxury 
farmhouses are probably the most common piece of real estate, 
whereas this villa feels more like a historic palazzo in Florence.”

The 27-acre (11 ha) estate is also extensive, containing leafy 
parkland and an olive grove, alongside Italianate gardens.  
Here again, only the best was commissioned, including the 
expertise of landscape architect Paolo Pejrone, who sculpted  
the garden into a series of rooms and terraces to provide privacy 
and shade. Like Mongiardino, Pejrone was a familiar face in 
European society, and he studied under legendary English 
garden designer Russell Page and Brazilian artist Roberto Burle 
Marx. “By dividing the garden into different themed areas, you 
always experience the same feelings of privacy and intimacy 
that you enjoy inside the villa,” says Romolini. “The flowers and 
trees are also typical of the Italian garden: holm oak, cypress, 
maple, boxwood, yew, plus citrus fruits, roses, and hydrangeas.” 

GARDEN OF DELIGHTS
The grounds yield some surprises, too. There is a 200-seat stone 
amphitheater and a genuine Etruscan tomb dating back to the 
7th century BC. The winter garden is veiled in creeper, and 
houses an orangery and a gym. And one of the property’s 
original buildings, La Turkerie, today overlooks an inviting pool:
built in 1837 to celebrate a visiting Turkish pasha, the conical
building is now a pool pavilion, with extravagant frescos.

Even the ground beneath Villa La Vagnola conceals its own 
secrets. The villa was built in 1750 to celebrate the wedding of 
local nobleman Salustio Terrosi and his bride Maria Antonietta 
Vagnoli, and Terrosi stipulated a labyrinth of underground 
tunnels. In the past, these chambers have been used to produce 
and store wine and there is ample opportunity to reignite the 
property’s vinological heritage: Cetona’s climate and geography 
is perfectly suited to growing vines and olives. “The amount of 
land would make it possible to establish a new wine estate, or  
to create a relaxing spa retreat,” agrees Romolini. 

Indeed, for all its country charm, Cetona is well-connected. 
“Although located in Tuscany, it’s very close to the borders of 
Umbria and Latium so it’s easy to reach Siena, Florence, and 
Rome,” notes Romolini. “The small town is full of character. 
And with wine production becoming one of the main activities 
of this region, there’s growing appeal for international residents.”

Today, Villa La Vagnola may no longer resemble the marital 
home that Terrosi once created but, thanks to Mongiardino’s 
painterly vision and Pejrone’s harmonious aesthetic, it remains 
rich in romance of an entirely different kind. 

Room with a view: Designer Renzo 
Mongiardino commissioned the 
bohemian glass-walled garden 
room (above and top right) to  
link his Baroque-style interiors  
to the gardens beyond, where 
landscape architect Paolo Pejrone 
introduced themed “rooms” and 
layers of lush green foliage.
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Property
Villa La Vagnola, Cetona,  
Tuscany, Italy

Offered at
€12,000,000

Contacts
Riccardo Romolini
Agenzia Romolini Immobiliare Srl
+39 0575 788 948
info@romolini.com 
romolini.com

Charlotte Delaney
Christie’s International  
Real Estate
+44 20 7389 2551
cdelaney@christies.com 
christiesrealestate.com
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E U R O P E  & A F R I C A

OFFERED AT €2,980,000
INQUIRIES Agenzia Romolini 
Immobiliare Srl, romolini.com 
ASSOCIATE Riccardo Romolini, 
info@romolini.com,  
+39 0575 788 948, +39 3356 960 513
ON THE WEB Search for C60011

BALCONE SULL’ARNO 
FLORENCE

• Walking distance to cultural monuments
• Elegant finishes throughout

Situated in an enviable position in the heart of 
historic Florence, in a secure area near the US 
Embassy, this beautiful three-bedroom, four- 
bath luxury apartment boasts impressive living 
space with spectacular views of the Arno River. 
The interiors comprise 3,551 sq ft (330 sq m) and 
feature a living room with fireplace, coffered 
ceiling, and access to the balcony with sublime 

river vistas; a TV room with bar; dining room; 
well-equipped kitchen; and intricately frescoed 
anteroom. Thoughtfully restored and enriched 
with lavish finishes throughout, the residence 
displays a host of sophisticated touches, such as 
parquet and Carrara marble flooring, molded 
ceilings, trompe-l’oeil paintings, and multiple 
fireplaces. Ideally located for local restaurants, 
shops, and cultural monuments, the property 
is a short walk from some of the city’s finest 
attractions, including the church of Santa 
Maria Novella, the Basilica di San Lorenzo, 
Palazzo Pitti, and the Uffizi Gallery. This is  
a fabulous home rich in Italian charm.
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